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“Two deal men were conversing 
‘1st man : Are you going to watch 
movie? 
‘2nd man : No, no. | am going to 
‘wateh a movie. 
{st man : Oh, | thought you were 
going o watch a movie, 

M. Kadambari, Chennai. 
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SPOT THE 
FIVE 
DIFFERENCES 


Dear children, 

Tam sure you would have 
received a jolt on hearing about the 
‘match fixing scandals. 

tall started with Hansie Cronje, 
and later we learnt that some 
Pakistan players were wwotved oo. Vo}, XUH], NO.1 JULY 2000 
Very soon we came to know that ] 
many of our cricketers also are not above board. 

Itniay take a tong time for the investigations to be completed, cases fled and 
Judgements delivered. The accused may be sentenced or go scot free. 

But the video tapes recorded secretely by Manoj Prabhakar certainly proves 
beyond any doubt that many of our cricketers’ behaviour in public is not the 
same as what they do and speak in private. 

It is these cricketers who were hero worshipped and who made us believe 
that they were great patriots through their statements and TV shorts. 

Cricket has always been considered a gentleman's game. Therefore anyone 
playing in the national team is held in high esteem. 

Hence what some of our cricket stars have done isa great setback for Indian 
cricket and a shame for our nation. 

Now that the cat is out of the bag let us hope that this is the end of a murky 
chapter in Indian cricket and that a new bright chapter will commence, 

Letius remember, a defeat suffered by a team playing honest cricket and giving 
their best to the 
‘game is honourable 
whereas a great 
victory attained 
through dubious 
means isa disgrace, 











K. Rajendran 
Editor 
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= | have been reading Gokulam for a 

very long time. The interesting facts, 

poems’ and the beautiful illustrations 

engross me. | too have decided to 
contribute. 

S. Gnanambika, 

age 13, SBOA School, Chennai 


21 am a regular reader of this wonderful 
magazine, Thank you for publishing my 
articles. Hats off to you. 
G. J. Roopmathi, age 13, St. 
Gregorios School, N. Delhi 


= | am a regular reader of 
Gokulam. | like undir stories very 
much, | would like to contribute 
to this section. Must | pay to 








1am a great fan of your 
magazine. | never miss it as 
it imparts knowledge and also 





SIT aaa regales me with fun stories, 
Teanetvel beautitul poems and jokes. | 

= often use these jokes to make 

Dear Prasanna, ‘people laugh. Congratulations 


\\ ‘to you and the contributors of 
Gokulam. Gan | send 
contributions to undir 
stories? 


You don't have to pay to contribute. 
Include your name, age, sex, schoo! 
and house address. Your ideas and \. 
contributions should not be 
copied from elsewhere. The Vl 
best idea comes from your own 

experience. If selected, it will 
be used for a future undir story. 
Even if it Is not, keep trying as 
it sharpens your thinking and 
writing. 

Those interested in a personal 
reply must please send a 
stamped, self-addressed 
envelope. Contributors can send \ 
in their entries to - \ 


©. Bharathi, 
Chennai. 





Dear Bharathi, 
[Spy 1228 read the reply given 
to prasanna’s letter. 


1 have been reading 
“Gokulam” for the past three 
years. The stories are very 
p\ interesting. My family enjoys it 
very much. We eagerly await 








‘ra, Boye Vv. Sriraman 
East Coast Road, IM. School, 
Kottiwakkam, Chennai- 41. Thanjavur. 
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UNDIR STORY 





ister and Brother 
Undir were looking at 
pictures of big, 
metropolitan cities in a 
magazine. What tall 
buildings! What a lot of 
cars! What a lot of people 
rushing out of electric 
trains! What lot of bustle 
and activity there was in 
abig city! "How different 
it all looks from our 
peaceful banyan tree 
house!” remarked 
Sister. 
“Peaceful?” 
Brother frowned. 
“Looks as if we will 
cend up spending all 











‘our life here, with nothing happening, no excitement! 
I don’t want to die living here of old age! What about 
the thrills of new experiences! I want to try my luck!” 

Sister smiled. The magazine had made Brother 
thoughtful. He was restless that night, “I can’t really 
spend my whole life this way! Why, even summer 
vacations are supervised by grown ups!! What would I 





not give up for an adventure!” Brother longed to travel, 
explore the world on his own! 

Money was the key to freedom thought Brother. 
Should he consult Sister 
Undir? What if she went to 


Idea sent by 

R. Vishwanathan, 
age 15, 

‘Secunderabad 


Mama or, worse, to Papa? “But then how do I find 
some money’”” wondered Brother. He mulled over the 
idea for a couple of weeks. 


week of work, asked Brother to buy some 

vegetables and half a dozen eggs from the nearby 
shop. Sister was at her tuition class and Papa was on 
tour. Mama Undir was a litle uncertain about letting 
him handle money and choose the 


venture! 


0 ne weekend Mama Undir, rather tired after a long, 











‘Of course can! Just give me a chance!” 
declared Brother, “Tell me what we need 
and I will be back with the freshest 
‘vegetables you have seen!" 
Mama asked him to make list. 
money is in the bag in my cupboard, 
‘Take twenty five rupees! And be 
very careful!” said 
“Of course, don't worry!" assured 
Brother, In the bag Brother found more 





he 









1" He stuffed his left pocket 

with half the notes and some coins. 

ally liked the two rupee coins, which he 
collected, “I'll count them later" he thought. He grabbed 
another twenty five rupees for the vegetables and sped 
to the shop with a basket. 

How important he felt as he bargained the way he 
hhad seen papa do! “I must do this well. It is good 
practice," he thought, Brother Undir bought everything 

* according to Mama’s list, carefully selecting only the 
fresh and tender vegetables. He packed all of them in 
his basket, put the eggs gently on top and raced home, 

‘Mama Undir was pleased when Brother was able to 
correctly account for the twenty-five rupees. He had 
———————_——— 


Brother longed to travel, 
explore the world on his own. 








spent twenty-three rupees and fifty paise and returned 
the remaining one rupee and fifty paise correctly. Mama 
praised him after which the two of them shared some 
cold femon juice 

Now and then Brother felt his left pocket, Along with 
«thrill of triumph, guilt plagued him, Was it wrong to 
have helped himself to the money? “I don’t think it is 
stealing" he justified to himself, “Afterall itis my own 
home!" Taking from other people’s homes was stealing, 

He pushed aside all uncomfortable feelings of guilt 
by the time Sister Undir was back from her tuition, He 
felt confident now. Afterall he had successfully crossed 
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inhichadseen in hislitelife! "This AA 






the first 

hurdle. He was 
ready to make his big 
move! 

“So what have you 
been up to, shrimp?” 
asked Sister, throwing 
her heavy bag down, as 
she returned from 
tuition, Atonce Brother 
became self- conscious. 
Had she realised what 
was going on? "No, of 
course it can’t be! I'm 
getting jumpy!” he 
thought. “I must be 
calm!" He told her that a 
classmate of his, Toffee, 
had invited him over for 
the weekend, 

"I'd like to go early 
tomorrow morning, 
Start like for a morning 
walk, at 5:00." 

“Why don’t you ask 
Mama and Papa?” 
suggested sister 

Mama Undir smiled 
at the mention of 5:00 
‘AM, not quite believing 
it. She asked Brother to 
write down Toffee’s 
phone number in their 

















address book. Papa wanted him 
to write down the address also, 
“May be we can drop you 
off!” said Papa Undir. 


rother did as he was 
told. But drop him 
‘off at Toffee’s? That 
was the last thing he 
wanted! He planned to 
eave before anyone 
woke up. 

‘That night after 
everyone was asleep 
Brother quietly pulled out his schoo! 
backpack and filled it with some clean 
clothes. “I must not forget my tooth 
bbrush and paste!” he muttered to himself 
‘The magazine had talked about so many 
big cities. he stuffed the magazine also 





That was the last thing he 
wanted! He planned to leave... 
— 
in his backpack. “I think I'll choose 
Bombay. When my money runs out I 
ean work. It’s place where anyone can 

set work.” 

“What's all this shuffling you're 
upto?" Sister complained. She had heard 
Brother packing. She grumbled abit and 
asked him to go to sleep. He sat still 
Sister turned over and went back to sleep. 
Brother lay down for a while in his bed 
wide awake and fully dressed. He even 
hhad his socks on. The shoes were ready 
beside his bed. He just could not sleep. 

He wrote a note to Mama and Papa, 
saying that he was off and not to bother 
about dropping him off. Finally, at about 
4:00 AM, he said a small prayer and 
tiptoed outof the banyan tree house with 


rother Undir 

knew where 

the bus stop 

was, At the inter- 

state bus terminus, it 

took awhile to ask around 

and find a bus to Bombay. Finally 

he was off! It was a very, very 

long journey. He really 

LaAw enjoyed buying potato 

bhajias and popcorn on the 
way. 

‘What fun it was to stop at a wayside 
<dhaba, ease himself by the roadside and 
drink tea with the young man on the next 
seat! After awhile they got talking, The 
young man was curious about Brother. 

“How is a small fellow like you 
travelling alone? Have you run away?” 
he asked, offering Brother a cigarette, 
Brother refused the offer and replied, 
“Ob, I'man orphan. I'm much older than, 
Took. [often go to Bombay to work for 
some months and then return! I's better 
than begging on the streets!” 

‘What a smart answer, he thought. 
Little did he realise that the youth was a 
bit suspicious. After all Brother looked 
too well dressed to be an orphan! 

They reached Bombay after an 
‘overnight journey. In the scramble to get 
off people bumped into Brother, pushed 
and shoved, till he tumbled down the 
steps grazing his knee. “I'll attend to it 
later but first I must find a place to stay!" 

He had no idea how to find a hotel! 
What if they asked awkward questions? 
What if they thought he was too young? 
Someone might kidnap him! He 
remembered the young man’s questions. 
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‘The long journey had tired him. His knee 
hurt 

“Let me eat first.” So Brother went 
to a roadside dhaba and ordered pav 
bhaji. He downed it with a cup of sweet, 
milky tea, He felt better, He looked 
around. There was a movie theatre 
nearby, He bought a ticket and went i. 


—_—_—$—>—>_$— 
Brother looked around in panic, 
‘A window in the room 
had no bars. 
—————S—— 
“T'llenjoy the film and get to spend three 
restful hours!” 


mystery story. He watched ituntil the 

interval. After a quick wash in the 
cinema toilets, holding his breath 
because of the stink, Brother came out 
clean and fresh. “This is great!” he 
thought. “I could go on like this for 
ever!" He had a meal of ice cream, 
popcorn and some biscuits. “Now for 
the rest of the movie! 

‘Almost as soon as he had settled in 
his seat after the interval, the wash, the 
food and the pleasant air-conditioning in 
the theatre worked like a soothing balm 
on his tired body. Brother never even 


| eter 





realised when he fell fast asleep! 

Suddenly Brother felt someone 
shaking him vigorously. The theatre 
‘watchman and cleaner were trying to 
wake him up. The movie had ended and 
the theatre was empty. The theatre had 
tobe cleaned before the next show. How 
surprised they were to find Brother 

The watchman started questioning 
him. Since Brother could give no 
satisfactory replies, the cleaner rushed 
to get the Manager. Brother was 
frightened, He wanted torun away. But 
the Manager came in and began to 
question Brother. He seemed totally 
miffed. What a complication -a runaway 
child! 

“Why did you have to pick my 
theatre? I want no trouble! Why get me 
involved with the police?” 

Police? Brother was aghast! That had 
not occurred to him at all! He started 
praying to God! The Manager locked up 
Brother in his small office room and 
went to inform the police. Brother 
looked around in panic, A window in 
the room had no bars! Brother managed 
to jump out of the window. He had 
bruised his knees and hands, 


To be concluded 
Anuradha Khati 
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Kuerten 


CRICKET 

The Asia Cup went 
Pakistan's way, This is the first time 
Pakistan is winning the cup. India's 
performance left much to be desired 
The excuse this time was that the 
Indian bowlers were new to 
international cricket. 


TENNIS 

Often at the French Open 
Championship at Roland Garros, big 
names lose, giving way to litle known 
players, Top seeded Martina Hingis 
lost to France's ‘golden girl’ Mary 
Pierce. Pierce defeated Conchita 
Martinez in the finals. 
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The men's singles 
finalists are Magnus 
‘Norman of Sweden and 
Gustavo Kuerten of 
Brazil Kuerten 
reached the finals 
beating his rival in five 
sets, Kuerten is the new 
‘champion, This time too 

the French Open Cham- 
pionship saw more new 
faces at the finals. 


WIMBLEDON 

Martina Navratilova is 
making a comeback, Despite 
losing in the third round at the 
French Open, the all-time great 
player hopes to win the twentieth 
title, the women’s doubles and the 
mixed doubles at Wimbledon. 


FOOTBALL 

The 11th edition of the European 
championship begins on June 10. 
Known formerly as the Nations Cup, 
the name has been changed to Euro 
2000, The French were responsible for 
this tournament, 

It is the second most important 
football tournament in the world. The 
World Cup ranks first. The tournament 
ends on July 2when the finalist teams 
will play at Rotterdam. 

Its being co-hosted by Belgium 
and Holland. Sixteen countries 
participate in this championship. The 
first Nations cup was held in 1960. 
Football lovers aren't able to predict 
the winners since all teams are equally 
competitive 

W.Germany is the only country to 
have won the European title in 1972 
ang then the World Cup in 1974. 
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nce there lived a rich old 
man, He had three sons. He 
divided his gold and his 


‘goods among them. But he kept with 
him a beautiful diamond. 

‘One day he called his sons and said, 
"My dearboys, Ihave with me. precious 
diamond. I shall give it to the one who 
does the noblest deed. I give you years 
time, Go out and travel.” The three sons 
started on their travel. At the end of the 
year they came back. 

‘The eldest son spoke first. He said 
‘Father a man put into my hands all 
his money and asked me to keep it safe. 
No one knew about it. I returned all 
the money to him when he asked for 
it” 


‘The second son then 
spoke, "Father one 

along.a bridge. A child 

had fallen into the river. 
‘Aconce I jumped down 
into the water and saved 


the life of the child.” 




























he father said, 
"well my boy. 
you have done 
something very brave. But let 


ai » 
The third son then said, 

"Father, yesterday on my way ‘\ 

home, I saw my enemy fast asleep 

in front of his house. It was 





The father 
cried out in pride and said, 
"you have really done the noblest 


idnight. Suddenly 1 saw a cobra f savi 
serie tags i. Dee Weald Se Sesatias ches Pr eneyTha 


harm him [ killed it. Hearing the noise S. Gayathri 


my enemy woke up. He thanked me g4, viT A, St. Joseph's Girls HSS, 
for saving him from death.” . ‘Kumbakonam. 








GOKULAM 9 jty2000 





















The foremost 
feature of Indian 
weather is the 
monsoon. Many 
weathermen have 
gone so far as to 
declare that India 
has only three 
seasons - the 
premonsoon 
months, monsoon 
% months and the post- 
4% monsoon months. 


* Devastated by cyclone 


The monsoon consists 
of a large-scale wind 
‘motion from the sea to 
a nearby landmass 
and vice-versa. Itis a 




























phenomenon 
observed in 
several parts of the 
world. Nowhere isit 
found in as well 
developed a form as in 
the Indian subcontinent. 


‘The word ‘monsoon is 
of Arabic origin. Arab 
sailors used the word to denote the 
seasonal winds over the Arabian Sea, They blow trom the 
south-west during the summer months June to September, 
and from the north-east during the winter months November 
to March. 

In summer the Eurasian landmass begins to warm up. 
‘The air above it rises, leaving a low pressure area at ground 
level. It extends over several million square kilometres. In 
contrast, the oceanic areas surrounding the Eurasian 
landmass develope an extensive high-pressure area. The water 
surface does not heat up as much as the landmass. The heat 
absorbed by the water is distributed to a larger depth, 


‘To correct this difference in pressure between these to 
large areas, winds begin to blow from the high pressure 
‘oceanic areas to the low pressure continental areas, This is 
known as the Indian monsoon. 


They bring with them large amounts of moisture picked 





up during their travel over the water 
surface. This moisture is shed over the 
Indian subcontinent itself. The 
Western Ghats and the Himalayas \ 
compel the winds to rise to levels 
where condensation of vapour, cloud 
formation and precipitation become 
inevitable, 


The wind direction is south-westery. 
Hence they are often referred to as the 
south-west monsoon. It reaches the 
‘extreme south of the Indian peninsula 
by about June 1. On reaching the tip of 
the Indian peninsula, the wind stream 
splits into two. One blows over the 
Western Ghats and towards the 
Himalayan ranges. The other proceeding 
over the Bay of Bengal enters the 
Gangetic plains via Bengal. 











Surface radi 
inhibits sprez 
monsoon oyer 
Gujarat 

The former rapidly advances 

northwards and reaches Mumbai by 

June 10. By mid-June it has in its grip 

the Saurashtra-Kutch region and the 
‘central parts of the country. 


The Bay of Bengal branch of the 
monsoon moves northwards into 
central Bay of Bengal, and rapidly 
spreads over most of Assam by the first 
‘eek of June. On reaching the southern 
periphery of the Himalayan barrier, itis 
deflected westward, 
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As a result, its progress is towards 
‘the Gangetic Plains rather than towards 
Burma. In Calcutta the monsoon begins 
con June 7, alittle earlier than in Mumbai. 
‘Thereafter, the two deflected currents 
‘merge into one. 


MONSOON IN DELHI 


Sometimes the first monsoon 
showers come from the east as an 
‘extension of the current from the Bay 
cof Bengal. On a number of occasions 
the showers arrive from the south. 
Meteorologists find it difficult to predict 
which current will blow over areas in 
and around Delhi 


The winds bring widespread rains to 
‘most parts of the subcontinent. The 
north-western coast (Gujarat and 
Rajasthan) and the eastern part of the 
peninsula in Tamil Nadu receive litle rain 
from these rain - bearing winds. The 
north-western region of India, including 
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northern Gujarat, is quite removed from 

the main convection zones in the 

subcontinent and suffer an exceptionally 
arid climate, 


Coastal Gujarat is among the 
world’s highest contrast zones in 
terms of surface radiation. This 

contrast and the wind movement 

between the Arabian 








the Gujarat 
landmass inhibits the spread 
of monsoon over this region. 


RAINS IN THE SOUTH 


‘The eastern part of peninsular India 
comes under the rain shadow of the 
Western Ghats, Hence Kerala on the 
western coast receives copious rains, 
whereas western Tamil Nadu on the 
other side of the mountain range gets 
little rain. Tamil Nadu is, however, 
compensated by the widespread rains 
it receives in the winter months. 


‘The general wind direction is the 
opposite of what itis in summer. There 
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isa high pressure area over land and a 
corresponding low pressure area over 
the surrounding seas. The winds blow 
towards the seas in a north-easterly 
direction. This is often referred to as 
the north-east or winter monsoon, It is 
the chief rainy season for Tamil Nadu. 


By January the north-east monsoon 
is fully established in the Indian land and 
sea areas. There after clear skies, fine 

weather, low humidity and light 
northerly winds are usual, 
Some of these winds in their 
eastward passage give light 
rains over the whole of 
7 northern India, Others which 
confine their activity to the 
extreme north give moderate to 
heavy rain in the Punjab plains 
and Kashmir, and heavy snowlall 
in the higher Himalayas, 


The rains are important for 


winter crops. During this period of 
the year, rainfall is heaviest in the 


Heavy rainfall in the 
north-west of India is 
good for winter crops. 


north-west and decreases towards the 
south and east. Dry weather prevails, 
Generally, The onset of the north-east 
‘monsoon is not as clearly defined as the 
onset of the south-west monsoon, 








The average annual rainfall of India 
is about 117 cm. It is the highest 
anywhere in the world for an area the 
size of India (3.2 million sq, km.). India 
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provides great contrasts in rainfall. It 
varies from 1100 cm over Cherrapunjee 
to 20 cm in Jaisalmer. Most of the rain 
falls during the monsoon. 


Yet the monsoon period is not one 
‘of continuous rain in any part of India. 
There are breaks. Sometimes the 
commencement of the rains may be 
considerably delayed over the whole or 





The average annust 
rainfall of India is about 
117 cm. fis the highest 
anywhere in the world... 








a large part of India. Rains may arrive 
considerably earlier than usual, or they 
‘may be delayed. Sometimes rains may 
be substantially heavier than usual over 
‘one part of the country. Heavy rain is 
the most usual abnormality 


MOUNTAINS BRING RAINS 


If the hills and mountains of India 
were removed, the country would 


A 
Raji: I have got the first mark in 
maths, 
Ramu : How much did you get? 
Raji : One mark, 
- Keshav Prasad, 
Std. VI, Sri Natesan 
\Vidhyasala MS, Chennai 
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receive much less rainfall. When the 
monsoon winds strike the Western 
Ghats they shed most of their moisture 
on the windward side of the mountains. 
Because of this, Mumbai on the 
windward side records 187.5 cm of rain. 
Pune on the leeward side of the Western 
Ghat gets only 50 cm of rain during the 
same period. Yet Pune is only 160 km 
from Mumbai. 


The most well-known example of 
‘mountains bringing rains the extremely 
large amount of rainfall at Cherrapunjee. 
This small town in Assam records an 
~annual rainfall of about 1087 cm. Iteven 
records 100 cm of rain ona single rainy 
day - more than it rains in a whole year 
in many parts of the world. 


Cherrapunjee is located on the 
southern slopes of the Khasi Hills, the 
‘mean height of which is about 1,500 m. 
Itis located at the northern end of a deep 
valley running from the south to the 
north. When the monsoon winds blow 
from the south, they get trapped within 
the valley and eventually strike 
Cherrapunjee in 2 perpendicular 
direction. 


‘The heaviest falls occur when the 
winds blow directly on the Khasi Hills. 
AA curious feature of monsoon rain in 
Cherrapunjee is that most of it falls 
during the morning hours. 
L. SUBRAMANIAM, 
Velayudhan Features 
V4 say 2000 
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week before had we 
taken our half yearly 
tests. 

The teacher asked 
us to have the report 
cards signed by our 
parents and eturnit 
Toher within a week. 
One girl who had 
failed in two sub- 
jects said she 

couldn't bring herself to show her 
report card to her parents 

When the weekend arrived all stu- 
A proxy signature gents including the girl who had failed 

returned the report cards, duly signed 

A\iotus gasped when the teacher by their respective parents. 
announced that she would be distrib- During the parent-teacher meeting 
tuting the report cards that day. We at school, the mother of the girl who 
waited with bated breath. Only the had failed ‘enquired why the results of 



























the half yearly tests had not been de- 
clared. Money tor a cause? 
When the teacher showed her the | 
Gir's report card the mother was sur- Was returnin, 
prised, She said she had not even || Aman waikeg pda Schoo) 
‘seen the report card. pe remo a handkeren ine As 
is i 
The students returned ‘pen bund fei. 
the report cards tained six hun una. It con. 
duly signed. | but it in my Baa ‘ures Notes, 
‘twas then that the teacher ques- hatha Walked 
tioned the girl. The gitt said she had at night 1 transte 
traced her father's signature on the 2Y tothe packers "72d the 
report card tit was unsate to pecry Shorts 
The girl was given her T.C. and sent 9. ‘@€p it in my 


out of school. When my sister ang ; 


Vivian Paul, Std V1, | Sleep she was 10! went to 


‘Sacred Hearts School, 







we a iat | Moana 
: 
rae gesagt: [Wine chr Seed me ghana 
sige | tearing sim co 
sayslo™ gysor® John doseps, seo 


Trivandrum, 














Ric On travel by bus 
twas the we. nt r wrong? Asa eae ainch 
The teacher wag que! MMe mid-term school, | travel by school 
' was ‘8S returning the, exams, | bus, One day, the schoo! 
able ps2! 1 find that 1 naes eoMF Papers. | bus did nt arive at schoo 
a ‘mare in the paper, rie Consider. } at the stipulated time, The 
ne ni , 
10 be angnget tM? Questions wig? Painted | dfiver was a new appointee 


ich re and he was not yet familiar 
in ire 
awarded only ong WS! Wo lines haerbec| with timings and route, We 
mark though | hag ar waited for over an hour for the 

A bus. 


















Some students of the 
higher classes decided to 
return home by the state 
transport bus, | had never 
travelled by a state 
transport bus. Along with 
‘teacher and the primary 
school students | waited 
in school 

The bus finally 
arrived an hour late. 
When the bus began 
the journey, my teacher 








Completely, 
up 
Sale tha Pit the teacher. He 


is 0 explai 
Se gee ut mtn 
a 





Caught on the wrong foot 

Rahul was in the third year at 
an engineering college when this 
happened, 

He had to appear for two tests 
one day, He had finished the morn- 
ing test and was waiting for the next 
test to commence. 




























ay ha ; He noted a few points from the pre- 
© Necessary pom ‘>. Tentioned | vious test on the palm of his hand to 
he teacher wou check on reaching home if he had an- 
A then argued 1a /2¥e None of || swered correctly, The teacher who was 
I friend suppor Was right, || aistributing the answer sheets for the 
leverthelese, he 7Y argument | [Second test noticed his palm, Rahul 
8 GUNS. To 1 ‘er Stuck to | [tied to explain. The teacher refused 
Not to speak / he preferg |_| 0 lsten.Rahul was sent out of class 
Pr He was very upset and left college. He 

IP wala Var walked for a long 
UC E, MGM Cottage ‘udu When Rahul didn't return home, his, 


parents were worried and checked 



































bus route and he directed the 
driver. 

By now it was two hours after 
school closing time, Many children 
of the primary section were in tears 
{had a tough time trying to console 
them. When | reached home it was 
7.15 p.m, twas three hours after the 
‘school closing time, My entire family 
was at the bus stop. | felt relieved 
to reach home. My sister and 
brother laughed when | narrated my 
‘story, They said that | should look upon 
itas an adventure. 








was dropped 





off ather stop. She asked me | guess they were right. 
to direct the driver as | was the last one P Satan on hile 
- derabad PS, 

‘She asked me to direct 7 








the driver 


tobe dropped. My classmate was 
more familiar with the 








with the college. ‘even now when she thinks of all that 
‘The supervisortold Rahul's parents Could have happened to ir. 
that he had sent Rahul out of the class. U. Perundevi, Std XII, 


Rahul had reached a village and it 
was getting dark. Exhausted he ap- 
proached a house and asked for wa- 
ter. The woman in the house sus- 
pected his motive and refused to otfer 
him water. 

Rahul lay 
unconscious be- 
side the road. Alorry 
driver who noticed 
him, fed him and 
gave him a lift back 
home. 

Rahul did not enjoy 
his adventure He was 
happy to be back home. 
His mother shudders 




























HELLO, DOCTOR! 


(@ M. Neola Muhilvannan, Chennai 
? Why do we cough and sneeze? 

! Cough could either be the outcome 
of a very simple problem or a serious 
ailment. The function of coughing and 
sneezing is to expel the inant or foreign 
body which may enter the respiratory 
tract. Both actions are protective reflexes 
and take part in our defence mechanism. 

Allergy is one of the common causes 
for cough and sneezing. Cold and foggy 
atmosphere also invite this trouble. 





Whooping cough :an 
produce serious «nd 
persistent cough 





‘Smoking, any inflammation or irritation 
affecting the respiratory tract can produce 
cough. Even a very small particle that 
enters the nose or throat can produce 
‘cough or sneeze. 


Common cold, 







pharyngitis, bronchitis, tuberculosis, 
pneumonia, sinusitis, emphysema, 
bronchital asthma, allergic rhinitis are 
some of the ailments which can produce 
cough. 

Whooping cough in children can 
produce serious and persistent cough. 
People living in unhealthy environment, 
clouded and polluted areas and slum 
dwellers are more prone to get 
the attacks of cough and 
sneeze. 
eon. 

Srinandhini, 

Chennai 

2.1 have the habit of pinching 
pimples. As a result scars appear. 
How do I get rid of them? 

! It is an absolutely wrong practice to 
pinch pimples. It wll definitely result in 
scars and black spots. In order to avoid 
these complications proper treatment of 
pimples is essential. You may start with 
Persol gel 5% which can be applied at 


night over the pimples. This will 
prevent the appearance of new 


Xe x Pimples. For the scars, apply 


Aloederon cream. It will take 
three to four months for results 


iy 
\\ s 
oJ 
to be seen. 


(if there is no change, consult a 
dermatologist. Chemical peeling, 


palit malice say 
Drinking water in the 
middle of a meal 
prevents food intake. 


cryosurgery and dermabrasion 
ate some of the methods to 
rectify aone scars. 
@ S.R. Chaitanya, Bangalore. 
? Will drinking water in the 
middle of a meal obstruct the 
digestive system? Why and how? 
1/No. It will not obstruct the 
digestive system. Itwill givea feeling 
of fullness in the stomach thus 
preventing proper intake of food, 
Later on, it will result in 
nutritional deficiencies. 
Hence it is not 
advisable to drink 
water in the middle of 
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‘meal. After taking food we can drink 
plenty of water. This will help in proper 
digestion of food. 

© TC. Srilekha, Chennai 

? How come stammerers don't falter 
when they sing? Can stammering be 
cured? Does it lead to inferiority 
‘complex? 

1 Stammering is often connected with 
psychological factors and emotional 
disturbances. A stammerer who is 
interested in singing can do so without 
hesitation. 

Treatment of this ailment demands 
much skill and responsibilty on the part 
ofthe doctor. Psychotherapy and speech 
therapy have been found to cure 
stammering, 

Prevention is more important than 
cure. Parents must be counselled. 
Parents should watch out for faltering 
speech, hesitation or 
syllable repetition in their 

child. A controlled, 
guided and conscious 
‘approach by the 


stammerer often helps to redress the 
problem. Otherwise it will lead to 
inferiority complex and depression. 

© G, Ram Nethra, Coimbatore 

2 Why does the blood group vary from 
person to person? 

{ Our blood is composed of red blood 
cells, white blood cells, platelets and 
plasma, The molecules of antigen found 
————— 

Blood contains a 
protein known as 
Rh factor 





‘on the surface of red blood cells are 
different in diferent people, 

Antigen is a kind of 

protein that 

stimulates the 

production of 

antibodies. It 









is this dference in the antigen molecules 
that gives rise to diferent groups of biood. 


The human blood group is mainly 
classified into four groups -A, B, AB and 
. The letters stand forthe type of antigen 
present in the red blood cells. Blood 
containing ‘A’ type antigen is called A 
(group, That containing 'B' type antigen 
is classified as ‘8’ group. The blood of 
some people contains both types of 
antigens. This group is called the AB 
group. Sometimes, the blood may 
contain netherA nor B antigen. This ype 
of blood Is called ‘0’ group. All blood 
groups are inherited 

Blood contains a protein known as Rh 
factor. Itwas first discovered in the blood 
of the Rhesus monkey. Hence the name 
"RN factor. If this factor is present in the 


= blood cells, then the blood group is called 


Rh positive. If the blood cells have no Rh 
factor, it is called Rh - negative blood. 
Dr. G, GANESAN, Rajapalayam. 
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ANSWERS:1.Loop 2. Disc Drive 
3, Statement 4. Run 5. CPU 6, Save 
7. Variable 8, Input 9. For next 10. Pro- 
gram 11. Strings 12. Microcomputer 
43. Bug 14. Line 15. Goto 16. Monitors 
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Name : RAR. Deepthimai 
‘Age: 15 
‘Address: H-8, Telephone Staff Quarters, 
‘Taylors Road, Kilpauk, Chennai - 600 010 
Hobbies : Reading books, listening to 
music, watching television & stamp 
collection. 


Name: L. Sheeba 

Age : 15 

‘Address : 39 D13, Parry Company Road, 
‘Sudha Colony, Kattoor, Mettupalayam - 641 
305 

Hobbies : Painting, writing stories, 
poems, reading Gokulam, stitching 

Name: K.R, Harikishan 

Age: 12 

Address 





1-1132-98 (Behind R&B 





Name : K.R. Mahesh 

Age: 5 

Address : S/o, K. Narayana Reddy, 
1-1132-9B, (Behind R&B Bangalore), 
Kaditi (P&T), Anantupur Dist. 

Hobbies : Playing 


‘Name : Bikash Kumar Shukla 

Age: 17 

Address = C/o Narsingh Shukla 
Near Uma Talkies, AT/PO Dist Bargarh - 
768 028. Orissa. 

Hobbies : Singing, dancing, playing 
cricket, football, reading Gokulam, 
collecting match boxes & coins. 


Name Janaki 

Age: 12 

Address : 39, M.M.K.G. Street, 
K.K Podur, Coimbatore - 38 

“Hobbies: Reading, making friends doing 
household chores riding bicycle, playing 
‘TY. games, coin/stamp collection, painting, 
drawing, gardening and writing articles 





‘Name : Reyaz Ahmad Lone 

Age: 17 

Address : S/o Mohd. Rajab, R/o 
Gundirehman Ganderbal, P/o Tullahmulla, 
B/PYo, Harran, Srinagar - 191 131. Jammu 
& Kashmir, India. 

Hobbies : Reading, writing and playing. 


‘Name: Saumil M. Vithalant 
Age: 12 


co a 


‘Address: "Vinesh”, Opp. Patel boarding, 
Vageshwari plot, Porbandar ~ 360 575, 
Gajarat 

Hobbies : Reading magazines, watching 
‘TV & films, swimming, collection of ancient 
coins, stamps notes etc, writing, 





‘Name : B. Babi Vimal Andrews 
Age: 10 
Address 


AIS87. BHEL Township, 
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Ramipet - 632 406 
Hobbies : Reading books, dancing, 
playing, gardening, watching TV. 


Name : H, Hariharasudan 


Age: 11 
Address : A/706, BHEL Township, 
Ranipet - 632 406. 


Hobbies : Watching TV, reading books, 
\riting stores, playing (Footbal), computer, 


Name : PAB.S. Uthira 


Age: 15 
‘Address: A/708, BHEL Township, 
Ranipet - 632 406. 












Tarun : My father shaves 
sixteen times a day. 
Varun : Is he mad? 
Tarun : He is 0 barber. 
Monisha Rajaram, 
Std. IV B, Bangalore. 
Dear Monisho, pl. send in 
the name of your school. 
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Hobbies > Dancing, watching TV, 
playing, chatting, reading books, gardening, 
decorating. 


Name : N. Nalini 
Age: 15 
‘Address : 99, AVM Avenue, ath Street, 
Virugambakkam, Chennai ~ 600 092. 
Hobbies : Dancing. reading magazines 
& story books, chatting with friends ete 


Name: S. Amitha 
Age: 14 
‘Address : ID-S01, DOS Housing Colony, 
Airport Road, Domlur, Bangalore - $60.07 
Hobbies : Adventuring, reading, stamp 
collection, to make new things for use, 
watching TV and dancing. 


Name : Aparna D. Naik 

Age: 16 

‘Address : Tibrewala House, Swastik 
Society 33, North South Rd No.3, J.V.RD, 
Scheme, Mumbai - 400 056, 

Hobbies : Painting, drawing, reading 
Gokulam, watching TV, making new 
penpals. 





Name : R. Jwala 
Age: 13 
‘Address : "Guru Mani" 7-23-69, 





‘Thirunagar Colony, Ambathurai, Dindigul 
624 001 

Hobbies : Reading, gardening, drawing, 
music, watching TV, nature watch, writing 
stories and jokes. 


Name: L. Virginia, 

Age: 13 

‘Address : 39 D13, Parry company road, 
‘Sudha Colony, Kattoor, Mettupalayam - 641 
308. 


Hobbies : Dancing, playing, writing 
stories, reading Gokulam, poems, 
stitching 
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THE FUNNEL SPORT 
mbored. 2<=~~ Just watch.t'm 


Nobody wants to ) | going to play a prank on 
play withme, 7 > 









~ 

















I'l insert the funnel into 
your collar. You must. 
new game we'l throw the ball into the 
be playing. | |. . 





ot {White you play, I'l do 

‘Ssh., Here's) this, Ha, 
the water do you like this. ) 

“ game? a 
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You think 








(Bye... It was cold water. Must 
have been enjoyabl 














you made a 
fool of me? 
ItIdon't 
better this, 
Hil change 

my name! 








7 Balu has still not 
| learnt his lesson. The 


Ha, so you are back. 
Here's my idea for the 
funnel’ game that you 


funnel is tucked in his invented. 


waist band. | get 
another chance to play 
aprank. 








{ Cherio Srini 1m 
not stupid, 


{remember Ey 
7 


rat! 
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2 1.am in standard Vill. lam very 
sensitive to criticism. | am short and 
am often teased about it. | am 





nervous. | have a tight schedule to 
keep. Immediately after school, | 
go to tuition class. | sleep in the 
school bus. So my friends tease 
me. | am depressed. Please help. 
R.S. Prajkta, Std Vill F, 

Fatima HS, Mumbai 


! Dear Prajkta, 

You have four mare years before 
you stop growing. You'can wear 
clothes with cuts and design that 
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make you appear tall. If others 
tease you for napping in the school 
bus, ignore them. You need rest 
and you are taking it. Ignore teas- 
ing and take criticism in your 
stride. Don't worry about small 
jokes. Each of us have our 
strengths and weaknesses. Learn 
to develope you strengths. 


71 study very well but manage 
to score only 80 percent in maths. 
I score above 90 percent in other 
subjects. How do | score better in 
maths? | have given myself mock 


RANDMA 
WORM 


tests too. 
R, Lavanya, Chennai. 


! Dear Lavanya, 
Check your answer sheets. 
What mistakes do you commit? Ask 
your parents to give you mock 
tests. You are probably giving your- 
self easy tests. When 
you have written the 
test, ask your par- 
ents to check 
the answers. 


7 study well 
for exams but 
don't score 
well. lam nei- 
thernervous 
nor afraid of 





sometime? 
V. Raghuveer, KGF. 


1 Dear Raghuveer, 

You could ask you mother to 
shift your music classes to holi- 
days. Then you may find time to fit 
in some games. 


71 amin standard VI. | have a six 
year old brother. He often annoys me. 
‘Despite all my resolution | end up 
. hitting him and 





‘exams. What should | do to scor 


Nima Metin, N Det dy, oe : sealding him 
Dear Nima, Hower 8. rind, 

enawer sheet, Check YS + Zion schoo, chennai. 

arrears [NV RAPA sonora 


Why does your 
brother annoy you? 
Does he trouble you 
when you study or does 
he spoil your books? If he 
creates trouble when you are 
studying, report to your parents, 
t Learn to play with your brother 
~! 7 ‘once you are finished with 
- your homework and 
A) studies. That way, 
he'll understand 
the impor- 
tance of study 
hours and will 
not disturb you 
when you are 
busy. 


in the exams. Then wo 
find a proper method 

to correct the mis- 
takes you make. 


7| am in standard Vill. | 
wake up early in the (~~ 
4 






morning and study. | 
want a few hours of 
play in the 
evening, My 
mother sends 
me to tuition 
class and to learn 
music. Can you 
give me a time- 
table so that | 


can practice Love, 
music, study Grandma 


and play for i worm. 
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‘The turtle or tortoise belongs to the 
reptile family like the lizard, snake and 
crocodile, ‘The turtle is the only reptile 
which has a shell -adome -like protective 
‘armour. The turtle shell is made up of two 
parts 

The upper arched part is called 
‘carapace’ and the flat underside is ealled 
‘plastron’. The word "turtle" is used to 
denote the shelled reptiles found in seas 
and rivers, The term “tortoise” is referred 
to the strictly land-dwelling forms, Turtles 
have webbed feet while the tortoises have 
elephant-like stubby limbs. 

With an ancestry running back t0 200 
million years, turtles have evolved lite 
Varying greatly in size and shape, about 
250 kinds of turtles and tortoises are found 
all over the world, They thrive in ponds, 
Jakes, rivers, oceans and the islands 


oe 


y 











‘Turtles are toothless but have a beak 
‘with horny sheaths provided witha cutting 
edge. The food is reduced to fragments for 
‘easy swallowing. They feed on both plant 
and animal matter, They cannot hear well 
but their eyesight is fairly good. They are 
not very vocal creatures. During mating 
they make noise that sounds like grunts. 
‘Turtles are slow movers. Seaturtles 
‘are accomplished swimmers. 
Their flipper - like forefeet ce 
helps to move fast. All 
turtles lay their eggs 
oon land. Even sea 
turtles have 
to come 
ashore to 
breed, Sea 
turtles lay 
many more 


ED' 










ceggs than the freshwater turtles. 
‘Turtles live longer than man. One 
siant tortoise lived in Mauritius from 
1766 to 1918 (alife span of 152 years!) 


‘Turtles vary in size. They may be 
four inches or six feet! 





TURTLES AND 
TORTOISES OF INDIA 
Five kinds of sea turtles - the 
green, the loggerhead, the 


hawksbill, the olive 
Ridley and the leather- 
back visit the sunny 
beaches of India for 
nesting, Indian turtle 


fauna comprises 17 
ids of hardshelled 


turtles living in 


freshwater as well as on land. 
Four species of strictly land- 

living tortoises and seven kinds of 
softshelled mud turtles mainly inhabiting 
the major rivers and lakes are also found 
in India, Here are some of the best-known 





‘Turtles live longer than man. 
‘They may vary in size too. 


representatives ofthe Indian turtle family’ 

‘The green sea turtle, so named because 
of the green colour of its flesh, is the most 
valuable reptile in the world since itis 
eaten by man. The hawksbill turtle’s 
carapace is famous for its “turtle shell” 
‘The olive Ridley sea turtle is a regular 
visitor to the east coast of India where it 
lays its exes 

‘The Indian sawback turtle, so called 
because ofits elevated tent-like carapace, 
is the commonest turtle found in the 
Ganges, Brahmaputra and Indus rivers. 
‘The starred tortoise of India, which has & 
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jet black 

shell marked by yellow 

streaks, is found inthe dry zones of India. 
“The Indian flapshel isthe commonest 

species of mud turtles. They are found both 

in the rivers and lakes, 


VALUABLE CREATURES 

Of all the reptiles, turtles are of great 
economic benefit. All species, be itaturtle 
of a tortoise, are eaten. Turtle meat is said 
to be rich in proteins. It is not only the 
‘meat but also the turtle eggs that are 
relished everywhere 

‘Turtles also serve us in checking the 
unwanted growth of weeds in the water 
systems. Because of their accessibility and 
also because of their direct utility, turtles, 
are over-exploited. They are on the 
brink of extinction now. Turtles are a 
great biological resource and deserve 
protection. 





TS.N. Murthy, 
Chennai 


CRICKET QUIZ 
1. His nickname is Guy the Gorilla. 


2. He ‘called back” Bob Taylor in the 
jubilee test at Bombay. 





3, Haryana’s hurricane, 

4, ‘That's Dennis the Menace. 

5. The one and only Little Master 

6, He led India to her first test victory 

7, He is the youngest ever test 
cricketer. 

8, ‘The West Indian super cat 


9, He smashed Bob Willis for six 
fours in an over of a test match, 


10. India’s first test centurion, 
N. Janaki, Std. X A, 
Johnson Grammar School, 


Hyderabad 











vishal 


iva 


ANSWERS : 


Y-lan Botham 2, G.R, Vishwanath 3. Kapil 
Dev 4, Dennis Lilee , Sunil Gavaskar 
6, Vinoo Mankad 7. Mushtaq Mohammed 
8, Clive Lloyd 9, Sandeep Patil 10, Lala 
Amamath 





Shruthi and Nikhil were excited. 
Their summer holidays had just 
begun. The children wanted to visit 
their uncle who was a forest ranger, 
He was in Delhi right now attending 
a conference, He expected to be 
back only the next week 

The children wanted desperately 
to visit the forest as it was famous for 
musk deer, Three days later Sudhir 
uncle arrived, He asked them to pack 
their bags and accompany him to his 
house. 

When Shruthi and Nikhil arrived 
it was growing dark. Sudhir uncle's 
cook had prepared delicious 
parathas and vegetables. The long 
drive had made 
them hungry and 
they ate the food 
without any fuss. 

Shruthi woke 
up. She peered out 
of the window. It was dark and the 
night was still. "Did you hear a 
noise?" Shruthi almost jumped when 
she heard Nikhil’s voice. 

"Yes, what was it?" 

"Lsaw a vehicle screech to a halt 
heside that tree." Nikhil pointed to 
the large tree that was silhouetted by 
the pale moon, 

"What do you think the 
upto?" Nikhil asked. 

"don’t know. Let's investigate," 
Shruthi was out of her bed and 
walking to the door. 

They tiptoed to the hall and 
peeped through the curtains.They 
could see nothing. Then they went 
into the garden and watched irom 
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men are 


behind the bushes. Two men were 
laying traps. 

"Poaching," Shruthi said. "They are 
a valuable 
This forest is home to 


poaching deer. Musk 





commodity 
Shruthi almost 
jumped y she heard 


Nikhil 








musk d 





"Vl alert Sudhir uncle," Nikhil 

said, He ran to fetch Sudhir uncle 
Shruthi watched as the men laid 

the traps. She hoped Sudhir uncle 
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would be able 
red-handed. 


She didn’t know how long she'd 
stood there, The 
men were efficien- 
tly pegging the 


traps. Suddenly 
the whole place 
was bright as day 





Half a dozen men gheraoed the 
sand hand-cuffed them. 


Sudhir uncle was also in the group. 





Nikhil and Shruthi were praised 
for their alertness. The poachers had 
been eluding arrest for a long time 
now. Nikhil and Shruthi were 
They 
were pleased that their very first visit 
had 


rewarded for their bravery 


them so much 
The rest of their holiday 
pent peacefully 


brought 
adventure 








D. Nandana, 
Std. IX, RSKHSS, Trichy. 
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isney has come out with a sequel collector's house. A gir toy reveals 
to Toy Story, Andy the cowboy, how she was discarded by her owner 
decides adventure is better than rotting when she grew up, There is Stinky 
away in his master’s nursery. Pete who has never been anything but 
Andy, in a bid to save a friend is a collector's 
stolen by a collector at a 
garage sale. 


Andy meets a 
new set of 
toys at the 



















& “ item. 
= Even before Andy can 
relax his master's toys 
set out in search of 


him, After many an obstacle they are confronted 
by a villain, 
All their efforts to ‘save’ Andy and bring him 
ack home are in vain until things work out fine 
‘When everything turns out well, Andy is brainwashed by 
Stinky Pete. He wonders if it is sensible to return 
‘to his old nursery. 


The viewer forgets that these are just toys and 
becomes engrossed in the story. 

Toys and stories associated with them are not a 
novelty but they continue to hold both the young and 
the old spell bound. 
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Tiger, 
Goldie, Blackie, 
Pinky, Tim, Dimp, 
Tinku and Goodie were 
all Raju’s pet fish, Raju 
never forgot to feed his fish 
‘The fish were kept ina tank in the 
hall. Atnighta light tit 
up the tank, The tank 
contained weeds and 
pebbl 
Raju took good care of 
his fish, He cleaned the 
fish tank every week. The 
fish too loved Raju 
because he was kind and caring. 
Goodie and Tinku were white 
molies. Tiger was 








a Black Molie. 
‘Tiger's son was Blackie, Pinky, Tim 
and Dimp were guppies. 
One day Raju bought two more fish. 
‘The fish were surprised when Roger 
and Tom joined them in the tank. Raju 
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LITTLE 


BLACKIE 


‘was probably unaware that Roger and 
‘Tom were fighters. 

"Yeeps! Fighter fish. 
T never thought Raju 
would be such a bad 
boy after all," said 
Tim. 

"Perhaps Raju 
was attracted to 
them because of 
their beautiful 
[\\ colours, Perhaps 
2X \ he didn't know 
that they were 
fighters,” said 
Goldie, the gold 
fish. 

Roger and Tim 
seitled in one corner of the big tank. 
‘Tiger warned her son, Blackie. "Don't 
you ever go to their side. Else, they 
will eat you up." Blackie didn't know 
what fighters were. 





‘The night was uneventful. Next 
morning Blackie was admiring the 
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fighters, "Oh, what 
beautiful colours they 
have," he said. 
fould you like to 
visitus?" Tom called out. 
Blackie forgot his 
mother's warning and 
reached up to them. 
Blackie was still 
admiring Tom, when 
Roger bit Blackie's tail 
‘Tom bit into Blackie’s 












fins, 
"Tnever thought Raju 
would be a bad boy" 
said 








"Mom, mom, help.” shouted 
Blackie, Tiger rushed from behind the 
weeds and pleaded with the fighters not 
to harm her son. 

Raju who had come to feed his pets 
was shocked, "You little fighters. How 
dare you bite Blackie? Out you go to 
that old mug,” he cried. 

Raju lifted Roger and Tom from the 








tank with a net and dropped them into 
an old mug. By now Tiger and the 
others had come to Blackie's help. 

‘Now, Raju scooped Blackie into the 
net and dropped him into a mug which 
contained medication that helped to 
heal Blackie’s wounds. 

After a month, Blackie returned to 
the large fish tank. He had grown wiser 
too. 





B. Annette Nithya, 
Std. VIIA, DAV BHEL School, 
Ranipet. 


‘ THE UNITED NATIONS, 


This organisation works for world 

peace, security and betterment of 

humanity. Answer the following. 

1. Where is its headquarters situated? 

2, When was it established? 

3, How.many member nations does the 
U.N. comprise? 

4, How many major organs does the 

ULN. have to carry out its work? 

‘5. Which major organ is responsible for. 
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the work of the other five organs? 
_ KAkshaya, 
Std. VII C, Model Mission H.S., 
Secunderabad. 





Stquassy res9095 94'S 
xs"r 


‘ Cio 


SP6L ‘EZ 3990190 7% 
ANP 0K NT 
< PSIMSUy, 


ay 2000 





beans HUNTERS 


Objective :To get the autograph of any _1. On one paper, write down the name 


five cricketers and return home. of each participant 2. Tear up the other 
‘No. of Players : 2-4 sheet into five pieces and write in four 
You need : pieces the name of one cricket playing 
1. One counter per player nation-India, Australia, W. Indies, Pakistan 
2. Dice ‘and “Any country of your choice’ in the 
3. Two sheets of paper fifth. paper. 
Rules : 3. Fold these pieces and place in the 
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middle of the game board. 

4. Place all counters on the red circle. One who 
throws six on the dice begins the game. 

5, The player must enter the green circle and 
pick up a folded piece of paper. You can enter 
into the country whose name is mentioned on the 
piece. Throw the dice and proceed into that 
‘country. You must get the autographs of five 
players before you reach home. 

‘Once you have left the frst country, you can 





choose another sheet and enter 
the country whose name is 
written on the sheet. Jot down 
the names of players whose 
‘autograph each participant has 
collected 

If you have collected 
autographs of five different 
players you can return home. 
Else, you continue the game till 
you collect the required tive 
autograph. 

The blue circles refer to the 
name of players. Only when 
your counter rests on the blue 
Circle can you get your autograph. 

HY you pick up the paper 
marked “any country’, then you 
‘can enter any country of your 
choice. 

Happy autograph hunting! 
Concept : Sunil Nair, 
Age - 16, St. Thom: 

Church School, Howrah. 

Developed by : Lalitha 
india 
4. &. Tendulkar 











8. S. Jayasurya 


Australia 

9. Mark Waugh 
10. Shane Wame 
11. Michael! Bevan 
42. Steve Waugh 


W. Indies 
43. Courtney Walsh 
14. Jimmy Adams 
15. Vivian Richards 
16. Brian Lara 
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“Aerotrain” of Japan 

Japan may soon transport its 
train travellers by a flying train 
Japanese scientists have devel- 
oped a vehicle that can fly above 
ground on a high pressure cush- 
ion of air, The vehicle will cut en 
ergy consumption and costs. An 
8.imetre model was recently 







tested in Japan. 


Largest pizza 

The largest pizza 
ever baked measured 
over 80 feet across. It 
weighed 18,664 Ibs, It was 
cut into 60,318 slices. 


Unknown palace 


SNIPPETS 


gists have unearthed the ruins of a 

2,200 year old palace in northwest 

Shaanxi province. It has never 

been recorded in any historical 

document. The 800,000 sq.m. site 

was built during Qin Dynasty 

( (221B.C. - 206B.C.) A 
\ number of earthern struc 
tures were also found at 


the site. 


Robotic petro! 
pump 
A robotic fuel 
pump being test- 
marketed by Shell 
Oil Company in 
Indianapolis might be the 
future of petrol pumping. 
Fully-automatic fuelling may 
even allow drivers to wave an elec 
tronic key chain before filing up 
petrol, People think swiping a credit 
card would become as 
popular as pay at- 
pumps. The ‘elec- 
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tronic key 
chain’ ideais still to 
catch up. 
‘Tabla’ record 


A tabla player set a new world 
record. Rinku Adarsh broke the 
world record for non-stop recital 
when he played the tabla for more 
than 20 hours without a break. The 
previous record was held by Leo 

Fernandes of Japan 
who played the drum 
non — stop for 20 






hours. Rinku 

Adarsh created 
the new record in 
Delhi. 


Mosaic found 

A mosaic floor 
with Greek inscrip- 
tion was found at a 
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church in Jordan valley. The 
church is 700 metres away from 
Jordan river. The church is be- 


lieved to be the site where John the 
Baptist, baptised Jesus Christ more 
than 2000 years ago. 





Hello, hello? 
On March 10, 1876, the 
first coherent telephone 
conversation was trans- 
mitted in Boston by Alex- 
ander Graham Bell. The 
event took place 125 
years ago. Today, satel- 
lite phones are more the 
norm! 















Pencil so large! 

A pencil measuring 
8.9 feet long and 
weighing 53 
pounds was 
made by a few 
students in Eng- 
land in 1995, 

Suresh K. 
Anjum, 
Calcutta. 


43 ym 


STORY 
| anernes: Dosey, 


7/7 wo BIRDS 
ARE BETTER) 
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MY FRIEND SAD, you 
NEEDED HELREVEN IF 
SOMETHING 1S STUCK IN 
‘Your Stomach 1 CAN 
PULL ITOUT FoR you! 





You HELPED To 
CLEARIT! 
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ICREATIVE CORNER 


You need : A plastic ball, a jam Zar, a 

roll of cotton, two buttons, red and black 

velvet paper, a ribbon, a piece of card 
board. 

Method : 

1, Cover the jam jar with cotton roll 
Use fevicol to bind the roll to the 
bottle. 

2. Paste the plastic ball on the mouth of 
the bottle with fevicol. Cover the ball 
with cotton and paste 

3. Paste two buttons on the ball for eyes. 

4. Cut out a cone from red velvet cloth, 
and paste below the eyes. 

5. Make a hat out of card board and 
cover it with black velvet. Paste the 
edges with fevicol. 

6, Make a bow out of the ribbon and tie 
it around the neck of the bottle. 
Place your snowman in the 

showcase. 






THE SNOWMAN 











‘cumin seeds, mustard 
‘and onion slices. Saute till 
Disha Malhotra, Std. VITA. ‘onion turns golden 
Frank Anthony PS, 5 brown. Add. 
N. Delhi potatoes, salt and 
WS rice. Add water. 

Tngredients: 


Pressure cook for 








1 small bunch of 15 minutes. 
mint leaves, 42 cup Remove in a plate 
grated coconut, 2 when done. 
green chillies, 1 Sprinkle lemon 


potato - diced, 1 juice and 
onion - sliced, 1 cup asafotida, 
rice - soaked in 


ata 

Decorate with 
wit. EOL ING A es sone 
‘mustard for seasoning, a and onions. Serve hot 

pinch of asafotida, 4 thsp wah sane. 
ric RICE “—.. 
‘lemon B, Stanes HSS, 
Coonoor. 


chillies, mint and coconut. Set aside. 
Heat oil in a pressure cooker Add BUDDING CHEF 
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Method : Grind to paste green 





POEM 





‘Hotidays are what with joy Holidays sure are boring, 
Every school - goer looks forward to. gy keep yourself busy, 
‘Must I till you that holidays Else you may end up 
Leave you with nothing to do? Writing a poem like me! 

G. Nitya, Std. X, 
You miss your gullible teachers, AECSIV, 
‘The butt of all your endless pranks, Mumbai 


‘Your partners in crime, your classmates, 


HOLIDAYS 


‘Naturally, you miss all those cranks. 

















Al that one can do is chat for hours 
‘On the phone that dad forgot to lock, 
‘One day will arrive the phone bill, 
Warn him to be ready for a shock 





There's so much to watch on the TV. 
Nothing is worth watchin’, mom insists 
‘This movie you have seen umpteen 
times, 
Countdowns? Even a toddler ean 
predict! 





You get together with your pals 

Either party or loaf around 

No way will you sit at home, 

Your boredom will hold you to the 
ground! 


‘And then, on an urge, you cling 
‘To your school-books that seem 
s0 dear. 
‘There's a gleam in your eyes 
‘As the reopening day looms 


near, S22 









AND RUN | 


‘Madan was walking onthe road. 





‘Gaye St VE, 
MISS, Chena 























The master was il. 
Master : You forgot to shake the bottle 
before giving me the medicine, What 
are you going to do? 
Servant ; | am going to shake you. 
P, Sahithi, age 12, 
Space Central School, 
Sullurpeta. 


Master ; | have an important contract 

to sign in the morning. | feel butterflies 
in my stomach. 

Servant : Don't worry master. Drink 
Up this insecticide. It will kil therm all 
Adarsh Perumal 

Std. VI, Glaze Brooke MS, 

Salem. 





GOKULAM 48  July2000 























JOKES CONTEST CURING ULCERS 
RESULTS [Tne doctor ie etake. 7 


Here are the winners of the Jokes 
‘competition held in March 2000. 

G.Jayashree, Std. VIII, 
A.V.Meyappan MHSS, Chennai and 
K. Rakshaki Radhika, Std. Vill, TVSL 
MHSS, Madurai win Rs.25. 

Other jokes featured here receive 
Rs.15/- each. 











‘Aman asks the servant to buy him 
sleeping pills. When he comes in the 
‘manasks him why he was walking ike 
‘a zombie. He says, “Because the 
sleeping pills will wake up." 

K. Vivek, age - 13, 
MES Kishore Kenai 
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STU Yos master 





Master: Ramy, 
ter somea : 


rust sake MY ut 
tenet ilo TS ed! 
is 
Ii ne ee Kee 







get me 
Bam: Yes master” "eicne, quick 


Medicine, 
Sta, wall Mosichandan, 


mn EHS, Mumba) 





op ance cosh IP 
Ae cae eon Pe 


he SPA Say, a sh 












Master : Bondu, go buy one Ido rice. Heres the 
money. 

‘Bondy retums home. 

Bondy: Master, te price of rice is being raised with 
fect from tomorow. 

Master: You coud have bought a few more kilos. 
Bondu | wil keep that in mind. 

A few days later. 

Masi: Bonds by sae pio cae of my 


‘Bondy rtums a ite later 
Bondi ; Master, the price ofthe pis are going to 
increase rom tomorom. So, | bought a hundred pls, 
‘Lakshmi Vishwanath, age 10, Sacred Heart 
‘Convent HS, Ahmednagar 



















ra The Case of |) 
the 
Himalayan Herb 3% 



































adhuban 
Educational 
Books have 


brought out three 
books aimed at pre~ 
primary and pre-teen 
readers. 

The Mystery at 
Marigold Farm by 
Vernon Thomas (Rs.40) 
‘and The Case of the 
Himalayan Herb by 
Homagni Chaudhuri (Rs.55) 
are detective 
stories,” Children 
get involved in 
mysteries and help 
the adults to solve 
them. 

Number Fun 
(Ris.85) is aimed at 
pre-primary 
students 
Colourtully 
ilustrated, itis by 
a former maths 
teacher of a 
N.Delhi school. tt 
has a number 
game too. 

‘cassette with songs on numbers 
‘comes free with the Book 


‘Madhuban Educational books are 

division of Vikas Publishing House 

P..Ltd,, 576, Majid Road, 

Vangpura, N.Delhi - 110 014. BOOKSHELF 
MCC Publications have 


brought outa series of exercise books a first time school- goers. 


aimed at pre-primary students. 
First Steps Writing (Rs.16) and Al! books available at - 











First Steps Spelling (Rs.20 each for MCC Publications, A-wing, IV 

part land Part Il) are aimed at students fioor, flat No.2, Parsn Mane’ 

of class 1 and 2. 'No.602, Anna Salai, 
“See and Colour’ (Rs.22)is aimed ‘Chennai - 600 006. 
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; Fazal te wondeterwas aver compassionate man is 
(neighbour Hashim was: man. None 
Ted Hashim.” 
































GOKULAM 52 Jely2000 








‘One day a donkey came that way. Hashim drove him into Faizal's compound, 











{have learnt to serve others. Hashim 
has learnt to cause trouble to others. 
Wedo what each one of us knows. 

ea 


2) Hashim was ashamed ofhimselt. 
He turned over anew leat. 
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CHOOSING ACAREER aa 
as these officers are referred to, 


implement government policies, 
interact with politicians and are 
responsible for the development of 
‘our country, 

The IAS - The Indian 
‘Administrative Service, the IFS -The 
Indian Foreign Service and the IPS 
= The Indian Police Service are 
considered the cream of the Indian 
civil services. 

The IFS officers frame and 
implement our government's foreign 
policy. They deal with the country's 
external affairs, including trade, 
diplomacy, cultural 
relations etc. 
They are 
attached to 
the Ministry 


1K, Gujral, IFS of external 





The Givil Services 
which include the IAS, 
IFS, IPS, IRS ete. 
require ‘much 
preparation and hard 
work. Those who 
qualify for the civil 
services (both in 
exams and in the 
interview) are set for 
an envious career. 
‘The ‘Civil Servants’ 





affairs. 
The IFS officers are 
posted either in India or 
abroad. 

The IPS officers are 
responsible for the 
maintenance of public 
safety and security. 
IPS officers must be 
mentally alert and 
physically {it all the |" jf 
time.Alldepartments [| 
dealing with crime, 
safety and security 
of the country are Wh be 
generally headed varam, ips 
_byIPS officers. The CBI the CD, 


l a 
VICES 
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the Border Security Forces, the 


Central Reserve Police Force, the 
Crime Branch and the Traffic Bureau 
‘come under the IPSS purview. 

The IAS officers are responsible 
for developmental work in their area. 
They are responsible for all events 
that affect the betterment of the 
community they are serving. All 
District Collectors are IAS officers. 
The DCs are responsible for 
maintenance of law and orde 
supervision of relief work during 
calamities, proper utilisation of funds 
allotted to the community etc. 


How to enter the Civil 
Service: 

It is best to begin 
preparing when you join 
college. Every year 10,000 
students pass the 
preliminary exams. Of 
these only 800 students 
finally quality. 

The entrance 
examination is held every 
December. This is called 
Preliminary exams. 
Those who qualify in 
the prelims can appear 
for the mains held in 
June. 

‘Those who qualify in the mains are 
called for the interview. There is a 
personal interview, group discussions 
and a personality test. Only those 
who qualify in the interview join the 
civil services. 









Students often put ina lot of hours: 
into preparing for the exams. Most 
cities have coaching classes that 
prepare the aspirants. 
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TH. Seahan, IAS 


Itis better to begin preparing 

for the civil service exams 
immediately after joining college. By 
the time you gain your master's 
degree, you will be well prepared for 
the career of your choice. 

There are several magazines that 
deal exclusively on the subject of 
preparation for a career in the civil 
services. 
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Monica was a five year old girl. She 
had many dolls. Of all the dolis, she loved 
to play with a tiny doll, which had been a 
gift from her mother for her birthday the 
previous year. Monica had even given 
the doll a name. It was called Angela. 
Monica spent all her waking hours with 
‘Angela. Angela wore a pink hat and a 
white dress. She wore red shoes. 

‘One day Monica was wheeling Angela 
in her pram when she heard her mother 
‘call out to her, It was time for Monica's 
lunch. 

Monica left Angela by the window. 
She hoped Angela would have a good 
sleep. She could then play with Angela 
after lunch, 

Mother asked her if Monica had 
replaced her doll in the basket. 

Mother said, “If you leave it by the 















‘So Monica returned to the window. To 
her shock, somebody had stolen the doll 
Monica was very upset. 

She cried so much that she could not 
eat her lunch. Finally, mother put her to 
sleep, saying the doll will come back to 
her. 

When Monica woke up in the evening, 
‘she looked into the pram. The doll was 
not there. “Mother you said my doll would 
return to me. It hasn't.” 

Mother laughed and sai 
wait for a day and see.” 

Monica refused to play with all the 
cother playthings she had. It was a week 
since Monica lost her doll. Mother was 
‘seated by the window knitting a sweater 
for Monica. 

Monica had just returned from school. 
‘As she climbed the stairs she noticed 
something white among the bushes in the 
tiny garden in the front yard, Curious 
‘Monica peeped into the bushes. 

‘She hooted in joy atthe sight, It was 
her doll Angela. Angela's dress had been 
‘muddied. But Angela smiled back at her 
brightly. 

When mother saw Angela in 
Monica's hand she was surprised, 
"Where did you find Angela?” 

"She was in the bushes," Monica 
answered. “Pussy must have 
knocked her off from the 
window!” 

‘Angela's clothes were washed 
‘and mother even made anew set 
of clothes for Angela. Monica 
bathed Angela and was pleased 
to have her doll back. 








"Monica let's 





Std. II, A'n kon PS, 
N.Delhi 







tail and its outer feathers are all 
white. The horn-shaped bill is 
yellow and the casque atop the 
bill is flat on the sides and 


ridged on top. 


They live in flocks and 
frequent fruitladen trees. 

Hornbills feed on 

lizards, mice and baby 


birds. Their calls have 
The great indian hambill is the been comparedto the 
size of akite. Itis an arboreal bird yelp of a puppy 
itis heavy billed, has a black and when smacked. 
The homnbil's eggs 

“are usually white or 

wood-stained brown in colour 

A variety of hornbills are 

found in india, The Malabar Pied 

Hornbill. and the. Malabar grey 

variety are found in the deciduous 

wooded country, The large pied 

homnbill is another variety often 

spotted in Kumaon and Assam, 

In early February the female 

great Indian hornbill will seal 

itself inside a large tree cavity. 

The bird uses its own excreta 

toseal the cavity. Itthen sheds 





mhite ‘neck, ‘and wirigs, most of its feathers in the 
The tip of its feathers are white cavity. It laya a single egg on the 
just on its underparts._It has a long 

A FEW FIRSTS 2 ‘Anewers 

Do you know tesa ts of ni H GV ata 

1 Fist Speaker of Lo Saha : 

2 Fist che! Justice § 3. GeLMR Sin 

23. Fit hit Amy 2 4Ad RO Ka 

4 Fist chil ot Nay 5. Ar, Sic TEmbict 

5 Fit hi of Aorce 6 Sutumar Sen 

6 Fist che ot lection 7. Ratesh Shama 

Commissioner Kaipara Chawla 

7. Fis man ogo to Space 2 8 Bactendn Pal 

8 First worn to goto Space 10. Rabindranath Tagore 

2. Fist woman to cin Mt Eves 2 i. annaab Roy 

10. Fist ran to win Nobel Pri 2 12 bes pa 


U. Sudarshan, 
Std. KE, Vijaya HS, Bangalore 
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11. Fist woman o win a Booker Pie 
12 Fist fo win agrarsam in eis 






feathers 

and in- 

cubates it 

During this period 

the male diligently 

/ | feeds the female through 

i ‘a small hole in the walled- 
ex up trunk. 

When the fled 
about two weeks old, the 
female emerges from the 
cavity and reseals it with the 

fledgling inside it. Both 

parents share the duty of 

feeding the young one. 
Hornbills have a liking for the fig 








tree, Figs are rich in fat and other 
nutrients, They form a staple diet for 
these birds. The hombill feeds on 
them between February and May 
when they are abundant. The fig 
seeds are dispersed widely during this 
season by the birds 

Hombills once found in plenty have 
‘bean shot for sport, Today their habitat 
is being destroyed. If their habitat is 
protected and care is taken to 
preserve these birds we may see a 
revival in their population, 


MM. Kishore Kumar, 

Std VII B, BAIHSS, 

Ooty. 

Dear Kishore, pl. send your 
house address. 














THE BOOK QUIZ 

4. Author of The God of Small Things 

2 Author of The Wreck 

3. Author of Hamlet 

4 Autor al'A Tale of Two Cities 

5, Creator ofthe character Sherlock Holmes 
6 Creator ofthe character Heathclt 

7. Author of ane Eye 

Answer 

4. Arundhati Roy, 2. Rabindranath Tagore, 3 Wiliam 
Shakespeate 4, Charles Dickens 5, thu Conan Doyle 
6. Emily Bont 7. Charlot Bronte 





S. Arun 


Std, IX, TVS Lakshmi M.H.S.S., Madurai 












Name the scientists with the clues 
given. 
1, Discovered the principle of 
displacement of water and value of pi 
A----M-D--, 
2, Inventor of Cartesian co-ordinate 
system and developer of the science 
of geometry. 
D-S--R--S. 
3, Inventor of telephone. 
B---. 
4, Discovered radio activity. 
Coote, 
5. Inventor of nuclear bombs and laws 
of nature. 
E--S---N 
6. Discoveror of electricity. 
F--A--¥. 
7. Inventor of telescope 
G--1--OG--I--1 
8, Used to measure the frequency of 
electricity 
H-R-Z. 
9, Discovered the law of gravity 
ISS-CN-W--N 
10. Discoveror of heat energy 
J-U-E 
11. His name is a unit of temperature. 
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K-L--N. 
12. Discovered that water is made up 
Sinscsee mil uae 
arenes 


13. Discovered electro magnetism 
M-X--L- 
14. Founder of electricity 
P--C-L 
15. Inventor of battery 
VeL-A 
Debashish Sahu, 
age 12, KV.2, 
Kalpakkam 


LATE 
PUZZLE 


Nobody likes to be late, But 
here are a few words ending with 
late’. Find them. 
1, When we work up cleverly we - =~ 
LATE. 
2. When we fill something with air 
we --- LATE, 
3. When we speak at length we -- 
LATE. 
4. When we give the meaning of a 
word in another language we 
LATE. 
5. When we solidify something we ~~ 
LATE. 
6. When we compare one copy with 
another we --- LATE. 
7. When we keep away from others 
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animats hid- 
den in this 

puzzle. 

G. Latha, 
Std Vill, 
Holy An- 

gels, 
Chennai 


Dear Latha, 
Bi. send your house 
adores. 





SOBRIQUETS 
we --- LATE. Do you know what these phrases 
8, When we set conditions we - = - =~ denote? 
LATE. 1Te Baa of the south 
ity of skyscrapers 
9. When we make the air escape we- 3 Gity of dreaming spires 
-- LATE 4. City of Golden Gate 
10, When we try to excel orequal we 5, City of seven hills 
--+ LATE, A. Archana, Std Vill, 
- H. Srinandini, Fatima HS, Mumbal 


Td. IX, Assisi MHSS, 
: Answers on page 67 
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TEST THIS 


‘Scientists have found 
that cow’s milk is often tam- 
pered with and is not good 
for consumption. Cows are 
injected chemicals so that 
they will yield more milk 
These cows fall prey to dis- 
eases and die 

The milk produced by 
such cows is not nutritious. 

This milk does not con- 
tain lactose thatis good for 
the body. 

8. Srinivasan, Std X, 
Fr. Angels, 
Navi Mumbai. 


Dowry persists 
Despite protest bride- 
grooms still receive dowry. 
‘Women these days are being 
- educated on par with men. 
}) Women should refuse to 
marty men who ask for 
dowry. We can then do 

away with “dowry.” 
‘Nautarah Mogral 
‘Std IX B, Chinmaya 
Vidhyalaya, Kasargod. 




























My aunt was always ne- 
glected by her mother because 
she was dark. She stayed 
home while her sisters went out 

‘on shopping trips with 
their mother. 

Is colour not a genetic 
factor? Why then do peo- 
ple discriminate even 
among siblings on the 
basis of colour? 

Pranita Karnik, 
age- 11, 

Christ Church GSSS, 
Jabalpur 
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Making history interesting 
History can be made easy if 
teachers used skits, plays, short 
dramas and films to teach 
students, These will paint vivid 
pictures in our mind which we will 
never forget. Even pictorial 
representation of wars as in comics 
willhelp us retain the lesson clearly. 
B. Swathi Bhandarkar, 

‘SVS Eng. School, Bantwal 





We don't need science 
While science has made life 
easy, it has also brought us 
problems. Computers have 





contributed —_ to 
unemployment. Even 
in India, quite a large 
number of people 
have been rendered 
jobless because of 
computers, 

Technically 
qualified men have 
been sent home 
because computers 
do the work more efficiently and 
tirelessly. 

Scientific gizmos like electronic. 
toys are found to have a negative 


impact on children. Watching TV, 
—<—<—<<<$<$< 





Electronic toys 
have a bad impact 
on children. 


—<—<—<————— 
once a popular pastime has 
rendered people couch potatoes. 
Today, surfing the net is the 
favourite pastime of many people. 
Soattached are they to the net that 
these people are hardly 
‘aware of the outside world, 
‘Atom bombs have been 
made only to destroy 
people during war. While 
scientific inventions have 
paved way for a better life 
they have left behind a trail 
of disaster never seen 
before in the history of 
mankind. 
PY. Saajan, Std. X D, 
STS, Bangalore. 











‘even year old Nitin lived in a 
G seen 

about a kilometre from home. 
Nitin and some of the boys who went 
to the same school walked across the 
irrigation ditches to school. The 
ditches now ran dry as the farms on 
either side had given way to housing 
colonies. 

Most days the ditches ran dry 
During monsoon, water would fill up 
and to the boys it appeared like a river. 
Wading was out of question. The boys 
would salvage a few long poles from a 
nearby timber shop. They would tie 
the wooden poles together and form 
bridge above the flowing water. Nitin 
loved to walk on this pole bridge, He 
considered it an adventure. 

Nitin had a younger sister called 
Asha, She was two years 
old. For sometime now, 
Asha had been continually 
ill, Sometime back Asha 








dd for over a month. 
Mother had left Nitin in the care of a 
neighbour. Nitin's parents took turns 
to be beside Asha at the hospital. 
Nitin's father was a clerk in the 
municipal court. 

When mother brought Asha back 
Nitin was happy. Things were, 
however, not the same as before, Asha 
fell sick very often. Mother rarely 
spoke to Nitin, She only had orders for 
him, ‘Nitin don't do that,” "Nitin, don't 
make noise. It will wake up the baby," 
"Nitin, don’t touch the baby. 
your food. Don't disturb Asha... 


THE ROY 








‘ometimes mother took time to 

supervise his daily chores like 

bathing or dressing to school. 
Nitin wished she'd spend more time 
with him. He wished she'd talk to him 
the way she did with Asha. 

‘Somehow Nitin managed to pass in 
all subjects. His teacher had promoted 
him to the next class with a warning 

‘One day the teacher called 
upon each student to tell the 
class a story. Every student 
hhad to come up with a new 
story. 

Each student came up with 


WHO 
AWAY 


a story. When Nitin's turn 
came he went up to the 
teacher confidently. His 
mother had never told him 
any story. He remembered the 
thirsty crow story that his 








the master story teller, Do you know 
he invented the thirsty crow story?” 

Nitin was close to tears, Frustrated 
he rained blows on the boy who had 
teased him. 

The boy tore a sleeve of Nitin’s shirt, 
Nitin was very scared as he made his 
way home. He was sure his mother 
would have something to say about the 











grandmother had once told him. 

Nitin added a few more twists and 
turns tothe story to make it sound new. 
‘When he finished the teacher said, 
"That was a good try but don’t try to 
pass off the thirsty crow story for 
something else.” 

‘Nitin was ashamed because his bluff 
had been called. On the way back 
home his friends teased him. "Look at 
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Nitin's mother was furious. She 
slapped him for dirtying his uniform. 
When she saw the tear she was 
incensed. That night Nitin's father too 
gave him a piece of his mind. 

Nitin began to sob uncontrollably. 
If only his grandma was here. She 
would protect him from his parents! 
wrath. Nitin cried himself to sleep. 
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One day Nitin was 
doing his homework, 
itin,” his mother called. “I am 

going to fetch water from the tank. Take 
ccare of the baby. I won't be long." 

Nitin nodded. "Don't nun off to play” 
his mother warned as she went out. 

Nitin continued with his homework. 
‘He had just finished one page when the 
baby began crying. He walked upto the 
crib and picked up the baby. 

Just then a lizard ran past him. In 


fear, Nitin moved away. But he 
did not loosen his grip over the 
baby. He fell with a thud on the 
mattress mother had spread 
below the crib but had saved 
the baby. 

Asha was bawling more 
out of fear when mother 
walked in, Mother asked, 
"What happened?" 

Nitin told her what had 
happened. Just then Nitin's 
father walked in, Both 
parents were angry. 
Nitin's mother picked up 
the child and said, "If by 
any chance Asha is hurt 


you will be held 
responsible.” 
Nitin’s father slapped. 


Nitinon his back. It took 
Nitin a few minutes to gather his wits 
about him. By then, his parents had 
dragged him out of the house. A 
neighbour who stood close by said, "Tl 
take care of Nit 

His parents boarded an auto and 
took Asha with them for a medical 
check up. When Nitin was sure they 
wouldn't be able to see him, he ran in 
the opposite direction giving the slip 
to the neighbour. Nitin had decided to 
visit grandma. He had no idea where 


she lived. (To continue) 





ANSWER PAGE 


LATE PUZZLE 
1. Manipulate 2. Inflate 
3. Dilate 4. Translate 
Ss 5. Coagulate 6. Collate 
Qo 7. Isolate 8. Stipulate 
9. Deflate 10. Emulate 

















SOBRIQUETS 
awn | 1-NewZealand 
2, New York 
Name the scientists 3. Oxtord 
1. Archimedes 2. Descartes 4. San Francisco 
3, Bell 4. Curie 5. Rome 


5, Einstein 6. Faraday 
7. Galileo Gali 


9. Isaac Newton 
10. Joule 

11. Kelvin 

12. Lavoisier 


i 


<zx000Tm 
r<teno 
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14, Pascal 
15. Volta 





l Eee 
‘Doctor: Why are you so 

scared? 
Patient: This is the first time 

Lam being operated. 
Doctor: So? This-is the first 


time Iam operating! 
S. Iniyan, Std IX-C, Tanase 
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abulal was the 
Bese: bully in 
school. He was in 
Std X, but boys in XI and 
XII feared him. He 


swaggered about, 


pushing others aside, and 
sneered at them when they 
protested. 

Every morning when 
Babulai arrived at school, 
everyone tried to keep out of 


his way. If anyone strayed 
into his path, Babulal would shove 
the person out of his way and 
snarl : Look where you are going!” 

If the offender happened to be 
‘a small boy, Babulal would grab 
him by the scruff-of his shirt and 
say: "Listen, Jerry, you are not fool 
enough to cross Tom's path, are 
you? I'll eat you up for lunch.” Tom 
and Jerry was his favourite 
cartoon series. 








“He's more like Blotto, the villain 
in Popeye, not Tom’ a student 
muttered, making sure it didn't 
reach Babulal’s ears. 

Sometimes the little boys 
squealed with fear as they wriggle 
about in Babulal’s grasp. The one 
who was most scared of him was 
‘Aditya who was in Std Vill 

Aditya was a frail ttle boy with 
‘a head too big for his body. He 
had enormous eyes that looked 
anxiously at the world, particularly 





when Babulal was around. When 
he was bullied by Babulal, Aditya 
would look up with pathetic eyes, 
and great tear drops would slide 
‘down his cheeks silently. 


his pleased Babulal very 
much, and he made it a point 
to terrorise Aditya every day. 


Some 
reported 


boys 
this 


matter to the 


Principal, When he heard of it 
Babulal called Aditya and said, 
“Look here you brat. You breathe a 
word about me to the princy and Il 
cut your tongue and feed it to the 
birds." Aditya trembled with fear, and 
when the principal asked him about 
Babulal, he said nothing, 
“So you decided that silence was 
~ golden, eh?" 
. Babulal 
\\ sneered at 























Aditya the next day. q 
Aditya walked away 
quietly. 

One way that Babulal enjoyed 
tormenting Aditya was by grabbing 
his tiffin box. "Ha, what have we 
here? Babulal would say, ‘Puris! 
wow! | love puris.” He would gobble 
down two or three. Aditya would 
watch upset that he would have to 
{go without his full lunch. He never 
complained to anyone about this. 
Not even to his mother. 

One day she had packed a 
couple of laddoos - Aditya's 
favourite sweet 

“Sweets, eh?’ said Babulal that 
morning during the interval. ‘| like 
sweets.” And he tossed both the 
laddoos into his month 

Aditya couldn't help crying. "Stop 
snivelling, you mouse" Babulal said, 
"or I'll eat you up too.” 
‘And so it went on day after day. 
Most of the students felt sorry for 
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Aditya, and wanted to help him. 
They were scared of Babulal, and 
couldn't do anything for Aditya. 
0 competition was announced in 
the school. It was sponsored 
by a company making instant idli 
mix. Banners were put up 
everywhere and a stall was opened 
for selling the idli mix, There was 


great excitement among the 
students, 


ne day a great idli eating 





raaleioas Teastaant ill auix. 


no chance for anyone else" a 
student said 

"No idlis will be left for the others" 
said another, 

"| wish someone could beat him 
this time* said another boy. 

Finally the day of the competition 
dawned. Students and staff were 
gathered in the assembly hall 
Some parents also were present. 

A long table was placed in the 
middle of the hall with seats on 
either side for the participants 
Servers from the idliemix company 
waited with large vessels full of iii. 








Charlie : | know where you're 
‘going tonight. 
Tony : Where am I going tonight? 





Charlie : To sleep. 
G. Lakshmi Priya, age 11, 
Cluny School, 
Pondicherry. 
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went on. Tw 





There were vessels containing 
sambhar and chutney too. 

The rules were read out. A 
maximum time of fifteen minutes 
was given to the contenders. They 
had to eat as many idlis as they 
could in this time. A gong would 
‘sound at the start and the finish. 

‘The participants took their places 
amidst cheers, First came Babulal 
of course. He stared arrogantly at 
the crowd, and raised his clenched 
fist. There were a few ‘boos’ which 
quickly subsided when Babulal 
turned in that direction. 

Next came Namasivayam from X- 
©, Srinivasan from IX-8, Isaac from 
VIII-A and Nissar Ahmed from IX-A. 


They all sat down. 
T timidly at the other contestants. 
He took a seat at the corner of 
the table. There was a lot of 
sympathetic applause for Aditya 
Babulal stared at him. "Well, 
mouse, did you think they were 
serving cheese here?" he sneered. 
Aditya sat quietly, his eyes lowered. 
_ You have heard the rules read 





hen came Aditya, looking 





e& 
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out" said the Maths master who was 
the umpire, “Are there any doubts?" 

“Ihope you have enough idlis for 
all in those vessels" Babulal said, 
and chuckied. 

“Don't worry about that, Babulal* 
said the Maths master. “Are you all 
ready? All right. Here we go then!* 

The gong sounded and the 
servers quickly placed five idlis in 
each plate. The competition was on. 
The idlis started disappearing 
rapidly, and five more were served. 

The techniques of the eaters 
were widely varied. Namasivayam 
for instance squashed all the five 
idlis together, bathed them in 
sambhar and slurped down the 
liquidy concoction. Some didn't 
follow any technique, but ate the 
idlis as they did everyday at 
breakfast. 

Babulal squeezed every idl into 
a small ball, barely touched the 
chutney and gobbled it down. 
Aditya had a different technique - 
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two chews and a gulp. He had a 
rhythm that went smoothly. Chew- 
chew-guip! 

When ten idlis had been 
consumed Srinivasan and Isaac 
withdrew. They had been eating the 
idlis without any particular plan. 


t the fifteen-idli mark Nissar 
‘Ahmed jumped up and ran out 
clutching his stomach. But 
Aditya was going on - chomp, 
chomp and gulp, 
When he had finished his 
twentieth idli, Namasivayam raised 
his hand, signalling ‘enough’, and 


pOYOU KNOW? 


1, TORNADO: Small intense storm. 
2. SYNOPTIC CHART: Weather map. 
3, NIMBUS: The rain cloud. 
/4, CUMULO NIMBUS:The thundercloud. 
5. HURRICANE: Violent tropical storm. 
+S. Maheswari, age 15, 
Indira Nagar GHSS, 
Pondicherry. 
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he rose and tottered to the door, 










By now Babulal was looking 
uncomfortable. But Aditya was 
going on and on 

“Come on, Aditya’ the students 
cheered. “Come on!" There was no 
‘one to cheer Babulal. 

But Babulal went on to devour 
twenty eight idlis. And then he 
suddenly stopped with his eyes 
glazed, panting, as he rested his 
forehead on the table. Aditya was 
going strong. Chomp-chomp- 
swallow. 

“Aditya, you have won’ sald the 
maths master amidst thunderous 
applause. “You can stop now if you 
wish.” 

“I think | will have a few more, 
Sir’ said Aditya, and the students 
went crazy with joy. Gleeful 
cheers, whistles and clapping rent 
the air. 

‘Aditya went on. Two chews and 
a swallow. And he kept going tll 
the gong sounded. Thirty two idlis - 
a record! The boys crowded round 
him and lifted him, up high. He was 
paraded around the school campus 
on the shoulders of some of his 
classmates. 

It’s not surprising’ said one 
student. ‘Jerry always wins in the 
end in the cartoons.” 

“And Blotto gets beaten by 
Popeye.” 

“Not by spinach this time, but by 
ids" someone else said 

Babulal became subdued after 
that, and never bullied Aditya. Nor 
anyone else for that matter. 

J. Vasanthan 










na village on 
the outskirts of 
Agra lived a 
rich man. Al- 
though rich and pros- 
perous, he was a mi- 
ser and very fond of 
his wealth. He kept all his precious 
belongings in a box in his house. 

One day while he was asleep his 
house caught fire. All his servants 
rushed out shouting "Fire, fire.” The 
miser also ran out with them forget- 
ting his belongings. 

He sat down and cried, "Oh 
god! | am ruined, All my precious 
belongings will be gutted in fire. 
Please help me.” 

‘A young man who knew all 
about the miser, offered to help. 
“Look, | will take what | want and 
give you what | like.” The miser 
agreed since he had no alternative. 
The young man leaped into the 
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burning house and emerged 
with the box 

Then the young man 
thought to himself, "why 
should |returnitto the fool? 
‘Anyway had it not been for 
me, he'd have lost it." 


he miser 
congratu- 
lated =the 
young man 
who pocketed all the 
jewels and returned the box 
tothe miser. "I told you that 
| will take what | want and 
give you the rest. ! 
like the jewels. So | 
have taken them.” 

The upset miser 
approached Birbal 
with a plea for justice. 
Birbal summoned the 
young man to the court the next 
day. 

“Did you tell the man that you 
would give what you like to him 
from the box?" Birbal asked the 
young man. 

“Yes” the man replied. 

“What did you like in the box?" 

“The jewels.” 

“Then you myst have given him 
the jewels.” The young man realised 
that Birbal had won, He handed over 
the jewels to the miser. 


G. Sri Madhura, 





'M om, itis getting ter- 

ribly late. | certainly 
V1) don't want to be 
late for the party of the century 
Mom....’, Diya pulled on a jacket 
cover her tee-shirt and straight- 
ened her jeans. ‘She glanced at 
herself in the mirror. A pale 
white face with rouged cheeks 


party. Renee was having a 
party for all of her school 
friends. The holidays were long 
and becoming extremely boring 
with nothing to do. Hence, the 
bash. 

“Bye, Mom. The party will be 
over by about seven, | guess. 
See you." Diya hesitated on the 
doorstep. She was 











not very confident 
about this. Renee 
was one of the most 
popular girls at 
school and Diya was 
not one of their gang. 
She had spoken to 
Renee only a few 
times. The invitation 
was certainly a sur- 
prise. ‘I have a feel- 
ing about this’ she 
muttered, as she took 








stared back at her. She grabbed 
her gift for Renee and ran down 
the stairs. 

Mrs. Mehta 


wanted to A | 
somethin oN 
about Diya’s 
ridiculous ap- 
pearance 
But she de- 
cided against 
it. Diya’s 
mother had 
promised to 
drive Diya to 
Renee’ 


a deep breath and 
stepped into the room. 

“Hi! Everyone! This is Diya’ 
Renee announced to the room. 
Everyone turned 
around to see her 
and gave her the 
worst welcome ever. 
They laughed and 
laughed. 

Diya was 


Precives 
Was it her 
appear- 
ance? She 
stared down 


ather clothes. 
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Oh yes! That was the problem. Her 
Jacket was on, inside out. She had put 
it on the wrong way in the hurry. Tears 
filled up her eyes. She raised her head. 

‘Oh! is it this? This is the new trend. 

Haven't you seen the new Teen 
‘Scene?’ She crossed her fingers be- 

\ hind her back 

\ The airis were confused. New 

JX trend? Teen Scene? They had 

‘4 








(its ony 


Ny a 


Hanae dM 
} \ 
iy 


never heard of it. They whispered 

\ among themselves. Diya held her 
\. breath. Would her lie hold? 

Finally, Nina said ‘Oh yeah, 


MME MEW ON Teen Scene... None of us have 







“in 


Ws 


got it yet’. She said in a rare 

revelation that they weren't 

everything when it came to 

fashion. ‘Anyway, come 

on. Have something 

to eat’, Finally, Diya 
sighed in relief. 

It was a great party. 

The music was great. The 

food was great. Diya felt quite 

silly sitting there with her reversed 

jacket, Yet, she enjoyed herself 

and made new friends. She fit 

right in. The only tough part were 

the questions about Teen Scene. 

Diya dodged the questions 

smartly. 





Lf veryone! I'm having an- 
OF other party next week at my 
LE house. All of you are in- 
vited’ announced Sarah as the party 
was finally over. ‘Bye, everyone. 
Thanks for coming’ said Renee. 
Everyone wore huge smiles on their 
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faces. The party was a huge 
success. The biggest smile of 
course was Diya's. She had 
gone from a bookworm to cool 
gal in the space of just a few 
hours! The transformation was 
remarkable, especially since it 
happened because Diya made 
the right remark at the wrong 
time. 

Her family was in splits when 
she related the story to them 
Peery v etter 





Ben: What do you know about Dead 
Sea? 

‘Ann: I didn’t even know that it was ill. 

F Nashitha Naufel, Sta Vil, 

Irma Intl. School, Colombo. 
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later. ‘It was the greatest time 
I've ever had in my life! Gooc 
night, everyone’ As she ben 
down to unlace her boots, shi 

noticed something. She wa 

glad that no one else had. Thi 

shoes were on the wrong feet 
‘Thank God, | was wearin 

shoes at all’ she thought as sh 

went to sleep 

Scene: Sarah's house. Time 
Party time! 

Diya did not feel nervous al 
all this time. After all, she was 
one of them now, wasn't she? ‘Hi 
Diya. Thanks for telling u! 
about Teen Scene. It is a reall 
trendy magazine, you know. 
You're the coolest! 

As she stepped into the room 
amidst all the excited chatter, 
she noticed something immedi- 
ately. All the girls had their 
jackets on the wrong way! 

Kalyani Ramanath, age 14, 
St. Thomas Res. School, 
Trivandrum. 
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In most Indian lang’ 





Words are pronounced the way 
they are written, There is a match 
between spelling and 





is pronounced differently in the 
following words: “act 
“amount”, “bath”, ” 
Why does the same letter of 
the alphabet represent 
different sounds? The 
letters in the English alphabet. Do 
you know how many sounds there 
are in the English? The English 
language has 44 distinct sounds. 
We make use of the 26 letters of 
the alphabet to represent the 44 





\ 
\ 





\ 





a\\ 
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sounds. 

Since there are more sounds than 
letters, we use the same letter to 
represent more than one sound, Here's a 
question normally asked in class. How 
many vowels are there in English? Five, 
you may say. The five vowels being a, ¢, 

How do you find out the 
correct pronunciation of a 

word? 


i,0, and u. Some people consider "y" to 
bbe a vowel too, 

So the number of vowels in English 
is either 5 or 6, right? WRONG! English 
has 20 vowel sounds! You are making 
use of these letters to represent the 20 
vowel sounds. Which is why the same 
letter stands for three or four different 
sounds, 

Isit beginning to make sense now? I 
hope so. As there is no correspondence 
‘between spelling and pronunciation, how 
do we find out how a word is 
pronounced? We will take that up in the 
next section 
Here is something for you to keep in 
ind, People often talk about the English 
‘alphabets”. English has an alphabet 
system, and this system contains 26 
Fetters, The letters ete are 
not alphabets, They are merely letters of 


the alphabet, 
about pronunciation? 


W “Onions”, "sew", “over 


sew", 
‘These are often mispronounced words. 
Many of us tend to pronounce the first 


in “onions” like the " 








here do I find information 











fact, it's pronounced like the “u" in 
“but”, “hut”, and “shut”, The word 
sew" is pronounced in the same way as 
“40”. The “ew” is not like 90" in “cool”, 
“pool”, and “school” - which is how 
many people say it. As for the last word 
oven’, the "o" is like the "a" in “but” 
“tut”, and “shut” again! 

How do you find out what is the 
correct pronunciation of a word? You 
could listen to the radio or watct 
television, Listen to the way 
newsreaders, actors and reporter! 
pronounce words, They may not use the 
word whose pronunciation you arc 
ooking for. 

‘Another way is to ask your parents 
fr teachers. This series is meant to help 
‘you learn English on your own. So, how 
can you find out how a word i: 
pronounced without anybody's help’ 
Refer to a dictionary. 

meanings of words. A gooc 
dictionary (Collins Cobuild, Longmar 
Dictionary of Contemporary English 
Advanced Oxford English Dictionary 
etc) gives you information abou 
pronunciation, grammar and usage 

In a good dictionary, the meaning © 
the word does not come immediatels 
after it, What follows immediately is the 
‘word's pronunciation. This information 
is usually contained between slantec 
lines like these / /. If you want to knov 
how the word “feat” is pronounced, lool 
up the word in a dictionary. Next to thi 
word, it might say /fi:d. How is the /i: 
to be pronounced? 











ICTIONARY? We use the 
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ave you ever read the 


lot of useful 
find a “Pronunciation 
Key”. This key tells how 
the various symbols that 


have been used are 
pronounced. 
When you go to the 


Pronunciation Key, you will find 
that everything has been 
alphabetically listed. You will find 
Ji; Nisted under ‘i’, The entry under 
1 might look somewhat like this: 
meal, heal, seal, What this implies is 


VeeRf(-l_ 
Read the introduction of 
a dictionary. It contains a 
lot of useful information. 






that /i: / sounds like the “ea” in words 
like “meal”, “heal”, and “seal” 

Similarly, the entry under might contain 
‘words like “fall”, “ull” and “face”. 

Look at the symbols next to the word 
‘and make use of the Pronunciation Key. 
It will tell you the correct way of 
pronouncing a word. Different 
dictionaries use different symbols. Don’t 
worry. Every dictionary contains a 
Pronunciation Key which tells you how 
the symbols are pronounced. 





‘To see if you are reading the symbols 
correctly start with simple words - 
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(school, 
black, beautiful)- 
words whose 
pronunciation you are confident 
about. This will give you the confidence 
‘you need to know that you are making 
use of the Pronunciation Key properly. 

Once you have gained confidence, 
you can begin to look at the 
‘pronunciation of words about which you 
are unsure. 

When you come across a new word, 
don’t try to guess its pronunciation. Know 
it’s correct pronunciation by checking the 
dictionary. The dictionary is the key to 
pronouncing words correctly. 

Here’s an assignment for you. The 
following words are often mispronounced 
by Indians. Find out how they are 
pronounced: (1) comfortable (2) dessert 
G) superb (4) interesting (5) massage 
Write in and tell me what you found out. 
‘Address your letters to Editor, Gokulam, 
47, JN Road, Chennai 600 097. 

S. Upendran 
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NEWSBITS 


GRANDMA GRADUATES 
‘An 85 year old Argentine woman recently received her 
degree in journalism. The woman, born in 1914 said, she 
‘gave up Studies to care for her 
children. She returned to studies 
in 1997 and graduated in her 
favourite subject on her 86th 
birthday. 


VITAMIN E FOR 
SNAKEBITE 

If vitamin Eis taken regularly, it delays 

the effect of snakebite, It can be used as 

{an antidote against cobra bite or the 

venom of a Russe!’s Viper. Indian 









on a successful antidote for snakebites. 
BREAKING BARRIERS 

‘American scientists claim that they have conquered the 
‘speed of light. Experiments by two physicists have shown 
that a light pulse can be accelerated to upto 300 times its 


normal velocity. The 
‘normal velocity is 186,000 
miles per second. 

This velocity is much 
greater than the speed of, 
light. This finding, if 
proved will shatter 
Einstein's theory of 
relativity. Einstein's theory 
is based on the ‘fact’ that 
speed of light is 
unbreachable, 

The research of these 
scientists will also disprove 
some of the basic 
Principles of light 


ANCIENT RELICS 
FOUND 

Idols of Rama and Sita 
were recently recovered 
from a tank in Madhya 
Pradesh. The idols 
believed to be 400 years 
old were found in a water 
tank in village Datia 


TEMPLES SEEN 

The submerged 
temples atthe Krishna raja 
sagar dam are a tourist 
attraction. The dam is built 
‘onthe river Cauvery about 
12 km from Mysore. 
When the water level is 
low, visitors can wade into 
the river and visit these 
temples. The Chalukya 
temples were builtin the 
3th century. The temples 
are mostly intact 
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FUN WITH MATHS 
You can find the age of your 
friend without being told. Ask 
him or her to carry out the 
following instructions in the 
given order. 

41. Write down your age, 

2. Add 5 to it. 

3. Double the result 

4. Add 10 t0 it. 

5. Multiply the result by 6 

6. Subtract 100 from it 

Get the final result from your friend 
‘and cross out the last digit to 
obtain your friend's age. Try 
this game with different 
people. 
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Identify the cartoon 
characters using the 
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